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SIDE I 

I: This is June 15, 1973. I am Lew Barton interviewing for the University 

of Florida's History Department and the Doris Duke Foundation's American 

Indian Oral History Program. Today I am near Lumberton, North Carolina at 

the North Carolina State Department of Public Corrections, Robeson County 

Unit. This is tape six in a series of interviews with personnel and with 

inmates. Uh, with me is an inmate of the prison, and, uh, I don't know 

anything about him until I interview him, so I'll ask him if he would please 

tell us his name and his number. 

S: My name is Elwell Barns and my number's 30431-78. 

I: Uh, how long have you been over here, sir? 

S: Ever since 1951. 

I: Uh-huh, and, uh, do you mind telling us why you're here? 

S: I'm in for murder. 

I: Uh-huh. Uh, you've been here, then this has been how many years is that 

since 1 51? 

S: Well, I've been on this unit since '51 year. I've been in since October 

24, 1949. 

I: I see. Since 1949, so you've been in for--well, I know you can tell me the 

number of years. 

S: Almost 24--0ctober it will be 24 years. 

I: How are prospects for getting out? 

S: Well, it looks good, now. 

I: That's good. I certainly will wish you Godspeed in your efforts to get 

out, if you, you know, want to get out. 

S: Yes, sir. 
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I: Uh, have you--you have spent part of your time here, and you--where did you 

spend your time--the rest of your time? 

S: Up in Raleigh in the Central Prison. 

I: In Central Prison. Uh, may I ask you your father and mother's names? 

S: My father's name was Willie Barns, my mother's was Lucy--Lucy Barns. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: Oxendine before she was married. 

I: Uh-huh. And they live--where do they live now? 

S: Down in Sermont. My father, he's dead. He died back in '58. 

I: I see. Uh, well, you've seen a lot of changes take place, then, in the 

prison system since you've been in, haven't you? 

S: I--1 agree. Yes I have. 

I: Have you been encouraged by this? 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Uh, it certainly, uh, an opportunity to talk with you because, uh, we're 

very proud of this state and--and the foreward steps it has taken, you know, 

in this particular area. 

S: Yes. 

I: We're not always praising the state, for instance, sometimes we're criticizing 

them, but, uh, in the matter of prison reform it, uh, we have received the 

impression so far that they--there is much to praise the state for in this, 

in that it has taken a forward position, uh, in bringing about, uh, better 

conditions. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: And, uh, do you think that this is true? 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Uh, now, you say you were here before--where before you came over here? 

S: I was in Raleigh Central Prison, then I was transferred out. After I stayed 
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there so long, they transferred me down here. 

I: Uh-huh. So you have, uh, a ready index, I mean, you can compare the times 

yesterday and the times today and the differences there very easily, can't 

you? 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: And also the differences in the two places. Uh, of course, uh, it's been 

some time since you were over there and conditions there have changed too. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Uh, but, uh, is it a great advantage to be near your home? 

S: Yes it is. It sure is. You're close to your people. 

I: ~ust being able to see them is worth a lot, isn't it? 

S: Yes it is. It sure is. 

I: I, uh, uh, am very much interested, uh, I'm sure you must remember Miss 

Mary Livermore. 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir, very well. 

I: She established, uh, I believe it's called, uh, Prisoner's Friend Society? 

S: Yes. 

I: I was over here with her a few times, uh, some years ago before she died, 

and, uh, she always took a great interest in the prisoners. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Uh, when you, uh, under the old--under the old system before the changes 

took place, and, uh, various revisions of laws and so forth, did you have 

any chance of looking forward to, uh, you know, being released at all? 

S: Yes, sir. I always--always has hopes. 

I: That so, uh, but it looks brighter now than ever, doesn't it? 

S: Than ever before, yes it does. 

I: That's great. I--I certainly hope it's soon, if, uh, uh, are you, uh, 

working on work release as yet? 
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S: No, sir. No, sir, I'm not now. I'm cutting hair. I'm a barber over 

here. 

I: Uh-huh, you're the barber. 

S: Yes, sir. 

4 

I: Uh-huh, uh, you've seen the different changes take place, and you like this 

set-up better, don't you? 

S: Yes, sir, I sure do. 

I: Uh, can you tell why--could you tell us anything about--we don't want you 

to talk 

oh, in 

about anything you don't want to, uh, but I was 

·--· ~rrt\~ of eu 11t.'111
• .,'1cf-: the old days, ~s aoie _ ·' ··, and so 

that's changed drastically. 

S: Yes, sir. Yes. 

wondering about, 

forth, that--! know 

I: And, uh, a good many things have changed and--and for the better, and, uh, 

I think people are becoming more humane all the time. 

S: Yes, yes. 

I: They realize that any man can make a mistake, uh, some do and some, uh, 

they all do, and some get caught. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: And maybe some don't, but, uh, when you look forward to the future, uh, 

do you have any plans or dreams, or aspirations in that direction. 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir, you have plans, maybe what you gonna do when you get 

out, make you some money, what you gonna do with it so as •• ,,, s-u.ch_ Mt ffir,_,.,f-. 

I: Uh-huh, uh, do you have any very close relatives, uh, you don't have a 

wife? 

S: No, sir. No, sir, I don't have no wife. 

I: Uh, one of the things, uh, it seems to me I would, uh, I would be thinking 

about, and I'm serious about this, I would--would probably be a girl 

friend. How about that? 
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S: Yes. 

I: Do you have a girl 

S: Yes, I have a girl friend. 

I: Uh-huh, well, I know this will be a happy occassion and, uh, I don't know 

the circumstances or anything about it, but as one, uh, human being to 

another, I certainly wish you luck and Godspeed in your efforts. 

S: Thank you alot. 

I: To get out. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Uh, could you tell them--me a little something about, uh, conditions when 

you first were in prison, and the difference today, or do you feel free to 

talk about things like this? 

S: Yes, sir. Uh, the difference in it now is so much difference in it there's 

just like--almost like day and night. You know, everything was bad when 

~Su£J ~,t 
I first came in, the punishment they cl';tettett out, all of that,-'--- is 

bad, cause you an ulcered stomach, and everything else. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: And, uh, the work--the work was pretty hard. You didn't work, then you'ld 

get punishment v/tll hit;, you know, refusing to work or something, or if-

if you work wasn't satisfied, you know, by the foreman that--and guard 

that had you on the row. 

I: Uh-huh. Did they--did they actually flog, uh, prisoners in the old days? 

Did they actually whip~' or something like that? 
,v,S 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir, they whipped i;ftem. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: Put the ball and chain on you, uh, handcuff you to the bars at night, such 

as that. 

I: Uh-huh, and I understand there's a great difference in what, uh, inmates 
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refer to as--well, everybody does it, uh, on the prison grounds, I suppose, 

S: 

I: 

S: 

what they refer to as the hole. 

Yes. 

Solitary confinement and what it is today, and what it was years ago. 

Well th~~~~hey've got now is just like this room here and this room 

around here. Just take you out of this room, and put you down there, and 

you do the same meals--you don't miss any meals in the thing. It's--it's t~ 

who le lot better• ~-<f; f iM lcr1,..;, is the nickname Of /he hole .•• •• 

I: Uh-huh, I wonder how it got that name? 

S: I--I really don't know. 

I: Uh-huh. I've always heard it called that. 

S: Yes, I always have too. 

I: Uh, do you know, uh, you don't happen to remember Snookie Barton or Snookie 

Jacobs? 

S: Snookie Jacobs, yes, sir. In fact, I was in jail with him. 

I: He's out now. 

S: Yes, he's out doing good from what I 

I: Uh, how about Earl Locklear, Jr.? 

S: Earl Locklear? 

I: You don't happen to remember him, do you? 

S: Yes, I remember him. Sent up with, uh, this Barton boy one time? 

I: Uh-huh. (Affirmative) 

S: Yes, yes I know him. 

I: I believe he--he ran a couple of times, you know. 

S: 

I: 

Yes. 

Uh, he said he made a bad 

the guard could have shot 

a..,,,u{ r-4 I'\ 
mistake in rttrrtliB.g,,, a couple of times, and said 

?Js; Clt>j!;. II 
him f _ &J, you know, boy, I had your back j S 0 

you don't know what you're doing, they said, you don't even know how to, uh, 
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go about it, but anyway, he was running. He said he was, uh, his feet 

was moving fast, but he wasn't going nowheres. 

S: (Laughs) 

I: He said !--I'll always love that guard because he could have killed me. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: And there wouldn't have been anything to it, and he said he had my back 
stq }its 

right in--in the S'±te'S of his gun, but somehow he didn't. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Uh, he's doing good, too, now. I think he's working in Fayetteville, and, 
.::Pni\ s u re. 

,xh, of eootse, he's married. Uh, how about the fellows you've known when 

you were in here? Do they come back to see you? When you make friends 

in prison do you. 

S: Yes, sir. There's a lot of them that comes back. 

I: Uh-huh, that's good. How do you make out for, uh, uh, you know, money to 

buy your necessary toilet articles and things like this? 

S: Well, on that, you just, you know, since you're not on work release, or 

anything, you just have--more or less do the best you can. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: Take me now, I cut hair when--! don't put any price on anybody for a 

haircut, but usually they sometimes, you know, they get me a pack of cigarettes, 

or if they give·me a quarter or something like that. 

I: Uh-huh. Well that's a great advantage. Did you cut hair before you came 

in, or learned that after you came? 

S: No, sir. I learned after I came here. 

I: Uh-huh. And do you cut just inmate hair of inmates? 

S: And the employees. 

I: Employees. 

S: Yes, sir. 
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I: That's good, uh, if a fellow really wants to, uh, improve himself, he does 

have an opportunity? 

S: He has an opportunity, yes, sir. 

I: Um, how about the food here, has it--has it improved too, over the years? 

S: Well, the, uh, I wouldn't say that it's improved any, because they give us 

a lot of, you know, cold stuff. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: You know, stuff that's been, you know, froze for a while--quite a while. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: And then we're--like in a--you know, people preparing it, like the cooks, 

maybe they don't--just don't understand, you know, preparing food. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: If we had someone who could maybe have been to what they call cook school, 

and learnt this, then this would make our food a whole lot better than 

what it is now. 

I: Uh-huh. Do some of the, uh, inmates do the cooking, or what? 

S: Yes, sir. Yes. 

I: Uh-huh, of course, I guess they improve as they go along. 

S: Yes, yes. 

I: They have to eat it too, don't they? 

S: Yes. 

I: Uh, well, maybe that will improve. You get plenty to eat? 

S: Yes, sir, we get plenty to eat. 

I: I, uh, interviewed some fellows in jail once, and asked them, uh, this has 

been a long time--maybe twenty years ago. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: I asked these fellows--these fellows in jail say, uh, you fellows that have 

been here several weeks, could you tell me about the quality of the food 
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and how is it on Sunday, and one said, well, they run the cow through the 

kitchen on Sunday. 

S: (Laughs) 

I: 
be~l))..s 

Yeah, they get ____ and rice on Sunday, but, uh, I gather from what he 

said that, uh, the beef in it was very scarce. 

S: Yeah. 

I: Uh, it's different from that though now, isn't it? 

S: Yes, yes it is. 

I: Now, how about the Central Prison and the prison here, can you tell us any 

differences there? 

S: Well, yes, uh, there's a--there's a lot of difference in here because when 

you're in 

wall, and 

Central Prison yott're, 

v er"( r al &-o>"' 
you .£4.rsr nave1! 

something like that. 

I: Uh-huh. 

you know, surrounded well, all of this 

see anybody unless it's an employee, or 

S: But here you can see--always see people come up, maybe visit a while, leave 

and, and maybe the next one you see is somebody different. 

I: Uh-huh, uh, when we came in through the gate, we saw that the gate was open 

and we just walked right in. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Uh, this wouldn't have happened in--just a few years ago, would it? 

S: No, sir. No, sir, it wouldn't. 

I: Uh, although there were perhaps security people standing around. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: It seems to be a lot different, uh, even from my observations. As I said, 

I don't know anything except what somebody tells me. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Uh, do you--if you had your wish, now I'm not talking about getting out, uh, 



LUM 153A 10 

now, but if you had your wish to change anything at all in the prison camp 

and you could get your wish--we all dream dreams sometimes--what--what 

do you think you'ld change first of all? 

S: Well, the first thing I would be interested in is maybe getting the prisoners 

away, you know, if--if they're doing work. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: I would do that, and try and get everybody that I could, you know, on a 

paid job such as work-release. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S : And let them have some thing . to~• lease out. 

I: Right. 

S: Instead of going out broke, maybe don't even have money to get clothes. 

I: Right. Uh, do you think this is improving that more and more people are 

becoming eligible for work-release? 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, I do. Some more. 

I: Um-hum. 

S: Getting ready for it now, I believe, than in the past. 

I: How about, uh, your mail. You know there was a time when mail was strictly 

censored and you, uh, had to write at certain times. 

S: Yes. 

I: Uh, certain way, you know, uh, is this pretty free now? 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, you take your mail and write it and then seal it and (loud 

noise) good day's walk usually, you know, on the schedule. 

I: Uh-huh. And you can write as often as you like? 

S: 

I: 

S: 

Yes, sir. Anytime you get ready, you can write. 

Uh-huh. ,,_J .,_ ('.Q} /, tlzJ 
. '""""'i" 

Receive mail anytime. You know, they have certain times gaen 'wi..:dtt~ 

quite naturally, they do that because they do the same thing in service. 
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I: 
A { I --{\ C{)11 U~Ji tC!'l {(? 

Uh-huh, uh, and how--and there's all the visiting, it's only ~ & t/\c-t / -

as they used to be. 

S: Yes, sir. Sometime it would go three Sundays before you'ld have one 

visitor, and now it's every Sunday. 

I: I'm wondering about AA, uh, of course, in being confined to prison, uh, 

you might not think that there is need for a Chapter of AA--Alcoholics 

Anonymous, but I understand they do have a chapter of AA at Central Prison 

in Raleigh. Uh, do you think an AA chapter would work to an advantage 

here? 

S: Yes~ sir. Yes, sir. 

I: Because you guys do have to who are planning to go out. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Even though they're confined now, and you do think that, uh, AA would help? 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir, I do. 

I: The reason I ask you that is I know some people who are interested in doing 

something like this. How about your Chapel excercises? Are those pretty 

well attended, or ••• 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. 

I: Um, what is the worst disadvantage, would you say, I mean, in being confined 

here at this prison? What--what is the greatest disadvantage, uh, in your 

opinion, do you know? Um, do you, I mean, what is the worse fault of it? 

I'll put it that way--what's the worse part of it? Being confined, or ••• 

S: Yes, sir, not being able to go, you know, wherever you want to go. 

I: Uh-huh, this is something which is very slow to ammend, uh, I know. !="Wa§-

_,,-V,,, /,ee,n . 
J-- -- ,;.; "' confined to ships when I was in the Navy. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: It wasn't exactly prison, but it was almost one, you know, there was nowhere 

to go except some other room, you know. While you're out at sea there just 
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isn't anywhere to go. We were out weeks and weeks at a time, though. 

That gives me some idea. 

S: Yes. 

I: And, uh, I remember on one occassion I went home on leave, and I went to 

sleep and I overslept, and when I came back, I was several hours late, and, 

of course, they gave me five days on bread and water for this. There was 

just no excuse for being AWOL, you know. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: And, uh, of course, our ship--I was lucky because the ship had to leave in 

three days, so actually, uh, I only had to spend three days, so I--I know 

something about being, tµ11, ~:1:.t,?litary on bread and water, but 
1(_0Clr£lJ .... L 

you don't--you don ~put on a diet like that, are you today? 

in the hole 

S: A lot of time they do--used to be. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: But you're not now. You get your meals just like you do at mess hall you 

get. 

I: Uh-huh, well, that's certainly good, and that certainly is an improvement. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: I can remember that very well, because I was really crushed by it. I guess 

the greatest disadvantage was being, uh, you know, having to go through that. 

S: Yes. 

I: Because after the first day or two, I didn't get hungry any more, you know, 

hungry like that. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: But, uh, we'ld get about a quarter of a loaf of bread and a glass of water. 

That sort of thing, and bread tasted mighty good too, by the way. (Laughs) 

Uh, well then, in--in your position with your job as barber, you can keep 

yourself supplied with cigarettes and that sort of thing. 
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S: Yes, sir. 

I: Do you think that, uh, uh, being confined is about the worst kind of punish

ment, uh, everything considered, that a man could absolutely be, uh, subjected 

to over the years? 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. 

I: I've talked with some other people about crimes, and, uh, of course, to me, 

uh, I don't see any difference in inmates and, uh, other human beings, uh, 

necessarily, and when I meet a fellow human being, by and large, I say, 

there but for the grace of God go I. Uh, so I'm--I'm wondering, um, I'ld 

like to know, do you think that most of the people who are in prison are 

there essentially because they made a rash mistake on, you know, that they 

were the victims of circumstances. In--in that moment they didn't have 

time to think or to, uh, you know, rationalize and maybe, uh, a moment of 

passion, or a moment of anger, do you--things happen. Do you think this is 

about the way it usually happens, or. 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir, I--1 really do. 

I: Probably just a few hours later they' ld , .,. .,. i_q:fo ~ ( cf(1\ f:· tf2o it;_,~~ " .. 
S: Almost anything in the world. 

I: Uh, I don't believe there's any--any such thing as a, you know, somebody 

who takes delight in doing things like that. Uh, I've heard people talk 

about men who have no conscience. Have you ever known any men like that 

who don't have a conscience? 

S: No, sir. I don't think so. 

I: You've been in prison this many years and you've, uh, you've talked to 

hundreds of fellow prisoners, haven't you? 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Did all of them seem to have a conscience? 

S: Yes, yes. 
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I: Uh, I've always thought so. Uh, usually what happens is--is circumstances, 

isn't it? 

S: Yes, yes. 

I: How about a man's background? Of course, 1--I'm not expecting you to be an 

expert, uh, in any field, actually I'm just asking for your opinion. Uh, 

do you think things like poverty, uh, being up against this--being in a jam, 

uh, causes men to do things that they wouldn't do? 

S: Yes. 

I: Do you think most men, uh, most men who, uh, are in crime would rather not 

be? Uh, some people seem to get by with it for a while. 

S: Yes. 

I: But do you think, uh, anybody ever gets by with it, you know, for very long? 

S: No, sir, not long can you get by with it. 

I: Uh, what do you do with your time when you're, uh, you know, do you spend 

quite a bit of time alone, or are--are you forced to do this because of 

circumstances, or are you usually where you can talk to other people? 

S: You--you're free to talk to anybody You=:know that's on the inside of the 

compound. 

I: Uh-huh. · I notice that you--you have this, uh, chance. You have several 

girls, uh, I believe about nine, now. Do you think this helps the morale 

of the men. 

S: Yes. 

I: Just to have--know that there are people of the opposite sex around? 

S: Yes. 

I: Uh, they don't have to take any kind of precautions or anything like that? 

S: No, sir, they just come up here. Somebody will go out and start talking 

to them. 

I: Um-hum, are they friendly to them? 
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S: Yes, they're real friendly. 

I: 
-J'An.J ~ o~cDlc 

Uh-huh. I believe these are-- vv· .1.., p· "' v are probably on work-release, -------
or ••• 

S: Yes, sir, yes. 

I: Um-hum, uh, when people get on work-release, like if they don't feel that 

this makes them better than there fellow prisoners, does it? 

S: No, sir. 

I: 

Not as--not as __ ;::._, __ t~_Q_,.1-,_,_c~_;/_~_ .. _~~-J you know by first 

~ A tHI " · 
Do you think that the majority 1 of, uh, the prisoners are just about like 

anybody else as--you--as far as the discipline is concerned? 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: When people misbehave, or as--can it be sometimes because they're bored, or 

you know, just have nothing else to do? 

S: 

I: 

Yes, sir. That--that--that could be some of it. 

f ·1• 1 '(?~ '? r.c, cf},:.;, ., 
How about your recreation . "-"Ft Pi There's, um, uh, uh, is there 

anything in that direction that might be improved do you think, or, um, 1 

games or entertainment, things like this? 

S: I hope so. I--I feel we've got the spo~ts~down.prettrgopd·. i I knew we've 

got just about everything excepting a football field, yet. 

I: Uh-huh. What do you usually do on Sunday? Do you read a lot? 

S: Well, mostly Sunday morning, you know,because Sunday evening you start 

visiting, you know at twelve--twelve thirty. 

I: At twelve-thirty. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: And zou usually have, uh, you can have visitors if you're--if you're, uh, 
C{ f\~Oc{1c,.,/ - 3 t?.td.2.c. &nl'Son@~f-

S: 

~----------'-'--_·you can have Yffitors every Sunday? 
\l cp .. p\ rY\t{V'\ 

Yes, sir, and if you're Ct_ J you know, make me some brown clothes, 

they can fit it up some, too. 
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II II 
I: Uh-huh, now I'm not familiar with the difference. Now what is the gunman? 

S: He's the one that wears the brown outfit. 

I: Uh-huh, and where is this? I mean ••• 

S: Well, maybe he's just come in prison and 

know, to _ have in:·his ten percent to make 

ain't been in long enough, you 
I r, 
f'lOi10•j f"{dt-C 

I: Uh-huh, in other words, uh, he's in pretty closely in security. Is this 

what you're talk--security? 

S: Yes. 

I: Pretty close security until he proves himself? 

S: Yes. 

I: Uh, uh, can you think of any differences between, uh, uh, Central Prison 

and--and the Robeson County unit, here? 

S: Why, yes, sir. It's--like I told you a while ago--you know, about being 

inside of the wall when you don't see too many people. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: And down here you can see anybody come up, you know. 

I: This is very important to you. 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. 

I: Can you think of anything else? 

S: You can visit, you know, your visitiing is more convenient here than it would 

be in Central Prison. 

I: 

S: 

I: 

Uh-huh. 

And they--they write your people and let your people know what time to come, 

what time to be there for you to visit them--everything. 
\"\ C> I"\ or-j rlifl-C... 

Um-hum. Now say, um, we're talking about a~l ei ____ prisons, uh, if 

you wanted to make a phone call, uh, would that be possible, if it was 

something bad, or. 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir, we've got a phone right there at the barber shop. 
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I: So you don't have any difficulties talking to people on the outside. 

S: No sir. t 
1

-~ ,P,,,, IA 1riu f /l 14· ? a,1 11onor~-a /t&• -·-·1 " "" I)' 

I: Of course, uh, this wouldn't be possible if you weren't ______ ~il1Ct~. 

S: Yes, sir, you could still talk. 

I: Uh, do you think there are many, uh, escapes now, or, uh, attempts of 

escapes as there were in the old days, or were there more in the old days? 

S: No, no sir. I believe there were more in the old days. 

I: You think there were more then than now. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Then the better treatment is really paying off, then, isn't it? 

S: Yes, sir. We're looking forward to getting--getting help for theirself. 

I: 

S: 

Uh-huh. VQ.e.., 
Maybe make h &rt~(' ..-j ~ They 

J 
usually on work-release. 

I: Um-hum. Well, that's certainly something to look forward to. 

S: Yes, yes it is. 

I: In the old days you didn't have muc~opefo-(", 

S: No, sir. 

I: All you could do is just sit qnd, uh, and not have anything at all much to 

look for. 

S: That's right. 

I: Um, do you, uh, have any ~obbies· at all? 
'-... 

S: I have leather--a leather hobby, you know, make billfolds, and lady's bags, 

and such like. 

I: Uh-huh. Can you get material for making these? Uh, can you get it at a 

reasonable enough rate that you can make a pretty good profit on it? 

S: 

I: 

Yes, sir. You can, maybe, double your money on it. . , /}, 
~ -jt,Q tJ;-f;f~lc.u}_ ? 

That's good. Uh, do you sell well, though, dbmt r::tret~! · ~ ,.. 

S: Yes, yes. 
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I: I think I've got one. I think I have just about every one I have is--is 

like this. It's made by somebody in the prison. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Uh, have you ever seen a blind prisoner? 

S: Yes, I have. Blind prisoner? Yes, I have. 

I: Well, does this person present a special problem? 

S: Yes, sir. He have a problem, you know, getting around and about--loose 

and about. 

I: Uh-huh. If some of the prisoners don't like what's going on, or they have 

some legitimate complaints, or they just like to sit out and talk to some

body--tell them about the way they feel and their problems. 

S: Yes? 

I: Um, would you have any trouble finding somebody, or getting to somebody 

that you trusted,-or·somebody-:..I'm talking about somebody who understands? 

S: No, sir. You don't have no trouble, you know, getting them to talk--set 

down and talk with you ••• 

I: Usually very simple task? 

S: Yes, yes sir. 

I: You know, uh, people on the other side come along and they may be a little 

careless or indifferent, uh, do they ever forget to--when you want them to 

do a special chore for you like tell somebody something, or, uh, get some

thing done, maybe get a letter wrote, or see somebody for you, do they 

usually come through? 

S: Yes, sir. You--you mean the employees? 

I: No, I'm talking about just somebody come along. 

S: Oh, just somebody from the outside come up? 

I: Uh-huh. (Affirmative) 

S: They--they usually, you know, keep their word. 
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I: Uh, do you remember the _ llun_t __ boys? I believe it was the _!Iunts., __ Jmt 

I forgot-their names, who had--who had a group of gospel singers here 

just a few years ago? 

S: Was that, uh: TollDlly Hunt? 
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I: I believe it was, but anyway, uh, this was a very good group. A group they 

sounded great, and they'ld play onthe radio, and they'ld sing on the radio. 

S: I believe that was TollDlly Hunt. 

I: • And, uh, one of the songs they sang was "My God is Risen." 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir, that's who they were. 

I: h e °'1r"" , That was something to Uh, you don't pick--you don't have a -------
group like that now? 

S: No, sir. 

I: Uh-huh, most of those boys have gone home, right? 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. 

I: It makes you feel very sad, though, I imagine, when you, you know, be here 

with somebody and they leave. Uh, would you say that the comradeship--friend

ship between prisoners is perhaps greater, or closer than that between folks 

outside? 

S: I--I believe that--! believe it's more close than--now than what it used to 

be a long time ago. 

I: They feel for each other. 

S: Yes, yes. 

I: And you think that the better treatment may help anybody to just be a better 

S: 

I: 

S: 

person? 

Yes, sir. Yes, sir. 

Do you remember, uh, since you've been infny of the ;:gwbll'f!ft have been 
Ct) fr"\ ., t1£1 
:reel:i:ag around? 

~ tr, ......... 
Th ~ 9 s ·-\)Cr'h r·,f--•·c r-e 8,WWWISii • ~., , ........ \ ,.,;;;, • 
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I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

Uh-huh. (f\f;firW\tive) 
f.tv)~ o j-t·hr. tJl10? 

:En the _tr:: __ 'r 

of J;h-l G?f> v e,r,1 c-·< .s . 
l I from Raleigh. ------

Oh, you mean down here? 

Yes, I do. 
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S: No, sir, I don't--I don't think I've ever seen one down here like I've seen 

them in Central Prison. 

I: And do they--would they inspect on walk through and •.• 

S: Yes, just walk through and walk around the ///// areas. 

I: What--do you have any indoor games that you can play, I mean, how about 

uh, of course, I don't know--do they allow you to have cards? 

S: Yes, sir, yes. 

I: And you can--you can play. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Long--how about--you couldn't--probably couldn't gamble. 

S: No. No, sir, they won't allow us to gamble, but any other game they let 

us play, 

I: How about dominoes, and. 

S: Yes, we got dominoes. 

I: Checkers, and ••• 

S: Yes. 

I: Uh, what are the most popular games or anything like that? 

S: 

I: 

I--I think the card game is. JI 
\,v h, .... Jr,·$ ,, .... r ?_L M 

Uh-huh. Do you ever play a •• ~ II game 1" onyonopolyt Do you ever 

play monopoly? 

S: No, sir, I don't believe I know that one. 

I: Uh, this is sort of black and it's a little like checkers, only you use, uh, 

play money and--and you buy buildings and stuff like that on it. 
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S: Yes, sir. They--they bought one of them, and roll the dice, or ••• 

I: Right. 

S: And you go so far. 

I: That tells you where to move it. 

S: Yes. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: Yes, sir. We have one of them. 

21 

I: It's called monopoly I think. Uh, you have, uh, rooms--you have recreation 

rooms, uh, where the TV is? 

It O UJ.,. tR_o I I'•'' ; ~r.7 
.. 

1 
o r,11 > No, sir, Our TV is on.the inside of our dotoa the coa:hlor, --------S: 

you know. 

I: I see. Uh, what's the--what--do you know the longest term man here, I mean ••• 

S: The longest term man? 

I: Um-hum. (Affirmative) 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Uh, how long is he? For life? 

S: He's--! think he's got, uh, two life sentence$'~ 

I: Um-hum. ::r)v-c.-
S: From what I've even learned. :::r never, you know, question him, or. 

I: Prisoners don't usually like to talk too much about those things? 

s: No, sir. No, sir. 

I: Uh, don't think anybody should bother 'em about it ------------
S: No, sir. No, sir. You're right. 

I: God has set him a task. They're looking forward to the future. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: And, uh, you say one of your parents is living and one is dead. 

S: Yes, sir. My mother, she living. 
Wt ti b .!Z.. 

I: This time of year when~ things are plentiful, I mea17erk is plentiful--



LUM 153A 22 

S: 

I: 

9l.:0~!1 
thing• - au f ,Ji- lied ctr£.,,;,, 

Yes, sir. 

S ,,,., l, .ff,, n,J{ 
It's 9?' l · you always look forward to this time of year, don' t they? 

I say I eat like a king because when I eat vegetables, fresh vegetables, 

this is, uh, uh, something that I like very much. Do, uh, people, uh, do-

are you able to get fresh vegetables--I mean, like out of the country, or, 

or do you have to get them when they're not too fresh, or they're like out 

of the store? Nobody gets very fresh ones out of the store. 

S: Yeah, yeah. You have to get them when they're, you know, not too fresh. 

I: What do you usually have for breakfast? 

S: Uh, mostly bacon and eggs. Either scrambled--scrambled eggs, you know, and 

bacon by itself. 

I: Uh-huh. Are they usually dried eggs, or fresh ones? 

S: They're fresh. 

I: That's great. Uh, when I was abbard ship, we didn't, you know, of course 

we didn't--we were not at shore very often, and we had to eat dried eggs 

quite often because we'ld be away for weeks and weeks at a time. Uh, I was 

trying to compare in my mind the difference between, uh, ~1:,f~r~~~<{~f ~~
have. Uh, how about your clothing, uh, of course, uh, ii!' s only pt.tSdii 

p n Sc:r\C\:;_ 'i e~,;;:j us t about anything? 

S: No, sir. 

I: Or do everybody have to conform to the prison rigg? 

S: Yes, sir. Unless you're going out on pass, you know, you can put your 

civilian clothing on, unless'an you're not going out, then you have to 

remain in the same kind of, you know, maybe like I've got. 

I: Uh-huh. Uh, among guys who do go out on pass, do very many of them mess 

up~ 

S: No, sir. There are not too many of them messing up, now. They have been 
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some, you know, maybe once a month, every two months, maybe three. 

I: Uh-huh. 

S: Somebody make a foul-up on ••••• 

I: Do you think this was because of alcohol, maybe, or ••• 

S: More or less, yes. ~1,·1 "-S 
I: Uh, do you think, uh, alcohol is, uh, is, uh, 

. 1crne, 
'}i.i_.S~most everybody 

I\ 
probably agree on--do you think alcohol is 

the prisoners being here? 

responsible for a lot of, uh, 

S: Yes, yes I think. 

I: I've heard people say that, uh, Indian people couldn't control their liquour, 

or something like this, uh, I don't think anybody can control it if they 

get too high. 

S: That's right. You're right about that. 

I: Uh, you don't see any difference between, uh, uh, an Indian drinking and 

anybody elses? 

S: That's right. 

I: Um, has there been a difference since you've had all three races over here 

working together? Uh, has it made any difference at all, uh, that you can 

tell? 

S: No, sir, no. Not that I can tell, you know, but, uh, living quarters and 

eating, such as that, I thi~1:JI don't see any difference. 

I: Uh-huh. Uh, an inmate is not usually more suspcious of, uh, somebody from 
lNCll. ! cl tf m-r s. rt f: 

another race than he is of somebody in his own race, h lie · A ? 

S: Well he--he--he's probably, you know, more suspicious. 

I: Until he finds:9ut~better? 
J, ~ 11,1,,. 

S: Until he--'til he find~out -t!ffl!!l' himself, you know. 

I: Uh-huh. When a new inmate comes in, uh, is there a tendency to look on him, 

or u - 1 -- , 
you know, question him nUJ.A!'"i. Kind of reserve judgement until, uh, J .. ~ ~1. l (;,lltg,··,o 
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II 
~find out what kind of person he is before, uh, they get too friendly 

---
with him? 

S: Yes, sir. Just, you know, we judge--judgement until you find out about 

him yourself then. 

I: Uh, do you consider yourself to be a pretty good judge of human nature? 

S: Yes. 

I: And do you size up a guy pretty good? 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: Are you usually right? 

S: Yes, sir. I usually am. 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

Uh, is there a favorite among 

stands out above all the rest 

the staff members? Is there one person who
1 1 

l ·t I t ,.,.f.. .. r .,-,,J"••"r"~ rtJ il,,• (,(li'i\( ~ ( P • Q .~;, I ' , . , , ! f • '- ~ • !I 

as far as) "" I their concern, 

do you think? Somebody that they're particular with? Farm guys who--

wait now, this is a square shooter, this is a real man, that sort of thing? 

Yes, sir, I'ld s~ there is. 

Uh-huh, would you ·mi· .. · nd tell.iJ: us. who h~/s; 

Well I--I think 0~.t+r1 ) 11(!_1 el v.e1 ?.J, ifere. 

He is quite a guy. 

Yes, yes. 

I: (Laughs) You're pretty good yourself, and he is quite a--quite a person. 

Uh, do you remember Summer Locklear? He used to work here as a guard or 

something, you know, a guard or something, uh, maybe until last year or the 

last two or three years. 

S: Yes, sir, I remem--I remember him. Was he a--was he a Locklear, or--he 

was or not? 

I: I believe he was Summer Locklear. Kind of a tall guy. 

S: Yes, he had the mess hall--worked in the mess hall for the last two or 

three years. He's the one that had--his health went bad and had to, you 
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I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

know, take him to the hospital. 

Uh-huh. 

I think he had some kind of brain operation or something. 

Uh-huh. 

Taking some kind of tumor out of him. 
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I: 
I}[ ~ctfirr .Si'd"r 

Then the proble~ I J O , uh, can you usually get to the authorities 

pretty easily .. nowc. and then? 

S: Yes, yes sir. 

I: Um, unless--some of these questions may sound silly to you. ·. I--I don't 

know how a lot of you feel that a lot of other people on the outside don't 

know as much as they ought to know. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

Um, but do some of the fello.ws ever 10 any .~~ldbricking--do you--{'~apse 
Deb? l-<'. tvit4 tt re , ov 1- -, , 

I guess, maybe, you've got I U IT gold bricks ,;q 4 fl l.tJ · Laughs) . I 
Yes. Yes, sir, there's a lot of that happening too. 

You have to be pre·tty sharp to. • • (Laughs) 
b~ ;t") 

Yes. To get ~ with.I\ yes, sir. 1 
'ft/\ I.\.CV\ 

How about, uh, your education? How ~L yeat 

I only have about, maybe, fourth. 

Uh, fourth grade? 

Fourth grade, yes, sir. 

Is that right? 

Yes, sir. 

I: That's good. Uh, does anyone teach adult education here, now? 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir, they've got ••• 

I: How often is that, uh, ••• 
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S: Uh, it's taught all day long. This teacher came in the morning, and when 

she--after she leave then there's another takes her--she teaches in. 

SIDE II 

I: Uh, this is side 2 of the interview with, uh, inmate Elwell Barns. Uh, Mr. 

Barns, that's spelled E-L-W-E-L-L? 

S: Uh-huh. (Affirmative) 

I: B-A-R-N-E-S in case our typist would not know how to spell it. Uh, I sort 

of lost track of where we were back there on the other side, but, uh, I, uh, 

wanted to ask you about any changes you've noticed in the, uh, in the security 

over the years. How--do we trust our prisoners more now than we did yesterday? 

S: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. 

I: Do you think this makes, uh, makes them better too? 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: A man to know that he's trusted like that? 

S: Yes, sir. That makes a lot of difference. 

I: Uh-huh. Uh, the loneliness--do you get very lonely? 

S: Not--not too lonely because there's somebody always around to come up, you 

know, and start talking. 

I: Uh-huh, then everything is, uh, in the old days v/t{/ --I want to ask you 

something very frankly, and, uh, I want you to tell me if you know and if 

you will, if you don't want to, of course, uh, don't--but in the old days, 

you know, there used to be stories told about guys in-:...being in .. prison they 

give them salti>eter and stuff like that. Uh, do you think they really did, 

or do you think that 1+- L,t/ft1 

S: I heard--I heard that same thing, but as long as I've been in, I've never 

saw it--ain't saw any at all. 

I: All the time that you've been in prison? 

S: Yes, sir. 
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I: Uh-huh. Well, uh, it's been done in some states, but I don't know how many, 

uh, but, uh, I'm sure it isn't being done now. Uh, at least I don't think 

so. 

S: I don't think so, either. 

I: Uh, I guess, uh, we've gone about the length of time that you had to stay 

with me, and, uh, I want to tell you how much I appreciate talking with you, 

and. 

S: I appreciated talking with you. 

I: Is there some, uh, errand I can run for you on the outside? 

S: No, sir. I don't--I don't know of such--anything right now. 

I: Um-hum. Well, I certainly appreciate you talking with me, and your honesty 

and frankness, and explaining these matters to me, and I know they're painful 

to you. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: But I certainly do appreciate it, and I know a lot more people will, uh, 

profit by listening to you, and, uh ••• 

S: You're quite welcome. 

I: I certainly wish you Godspeed and I hope that you get out very soon. 

S: Yes, sir. 

I: When you do, give me a call, will you? 

S: I will. 

I: I'll probably see you before this. 

S: Alright, sir. Alright S.\r I:.!1t1C..~V\//, 
I ) 

I: Good luck to you then. 

S: Yes, sir. Thank you a lot. 

I: I'll say thank you. 

END OF TAPE 
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